Stephen D. Krau, PhD, RN, CNE, *Consulting Editor*The inception of this issue of *Nursing Clinics of North America* occurred prior to the Coronavirus Pandemic, which has taken center stage of the universal health care system. The impact of the pandemic on sexual activity has not been a primary focus, but there is evidence that there has been a change in sexual activity.[@bib1]

The purpose of one study, currently in press, was to explore changes in people's sexual behavior and to "explore the context in which they exist."[@bib1] A convenience sample was given to 270 men and 189 women, who completed a survey related to sexual activities during the pandemic. All subjects were living in Han, China and were Chinese.

While there was a wide range of variation in the results, the study identified that 44% of the participants reported a decrease in the number of sexual partners, while 37% reported a decrease in sexual frequency.[@bib1] In addition, results indicated that those persons who had previously engaged in higher-risk sexual behaviors had a rapid decline in those behaviors. The study indicated that 25% of the participants experienced a decrease in sexual desire, while 18% of men and 8% of women experienced an increase in sexual desire.

To date, this is the only study related to coronavirus and sexual activity and sexual desire. The imitations of the study are obvious with a small sample, self-report data, and lack of generalizability on many levels, including geographical limitations. As we focus on the COVID-19 crisis, it seems other infectious diseases, unless they are underlying issues for COVID patients, are not a central focus.

With the mitigation protocol of "social distancing," the implications for contagion of many infectious diseases would seem likely. It will be of interest in the future to compile data on the prevalence and incidence of new sexually transmitted diseases worldwide when the coronavirus pandemic is under better control. It will also be important to know to what extent, if any, sexually transmitted diseases contributed to longer hospital stays and mortality among COVID-19 patients, as well as patients with nonsexually transmitted diseases.
